Declaration of Independence - Signers Series

Josiah Bartlett, who became a noted physician and statesman, was born in
Amesbury, Massachusetts on November 21, 1729. Although he had no collegiate
education, he commenced the study of medicine at the age of 16, apprenticing with
several local doctors. By having an inquisitive'mind-and.a strong.worR ethic, he
was able to pass the medical examination with honor. He established hispractice
in Kingston, New Hampshire, where he pioneered new ways to treat common
dailments such asfevers and diphtheria, quicR(y earning respect as a skilled doctor
with a lucrative practice.

Although he was a stern unbending republican, in principle, Royal Governor
Wentworth gave him a magistrate’s commission, as well as the command of a
militia regiment. Soon after being elected to the provincial legislature in 1765, he
became a prominent leader opposing the infamous Stamp Act and other oppressive
measures.enacted by Parliament. By 1774, he was elected to the Continental
Congress, after which Gov. Wentworth rescinded his magistrate and military
commissions. After Wentworth fled his office, the Provincial Assembly appointed
Dr. Bartlett colonel of the militia.

In Philadelphia, when voting forindependence; Bartlett reportedly “made the rafters shake with the foudness of fiis
approval.” With New Hampshire being the first colony called at the formal signing on August 2,.1776, Bartlet
became the first state delegate to sign the Declaration of Independence, preceded only by Congressional President,
John Hancock, He would later be appointed Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas, muster master of New
Hampshire’s troops, and raised to Chief Justice of the State Supreme Court. In'1789 he-was elected to the U.S.
Senate but declined the position. After helping to craft the state constitution, he was elected as the first governor.
He retired from public service in 1794, onkytopass awayinMay 19, 1795 at the age of 65 after helping to
fundamentally shape our nation. R T
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Josiah Bartlett, who became a noted physician and statesman, was born in Amesbury, Massachusetts on November 21, 1729. Although he had no collegiate education, he commenced the study of medicine at the age of 16, apprenticing with several local doctors. By having an inquisitive mind and a strong work ethic, he was able to pass the medical examination with honor. He established his practice in Kingston, New Hampshire, where he pioneered new ways to treat common ailments such as fevers and diphtheria, quickly earning respect as a skilled doctor with a lucrative practice.

Although he was a stern unbending republican, in principle, Royal Governor Wentworth gave him a magistrate’s commission, as well as the command of a militia regiment. Soon after being elected to the provincial legislature in 1765, he became a prominent leader opposing the infamous Stamp Act and other oppressive measures enacted by Parliament. By 1774, he was elected to the Continental Congress, after which Gov. Wentworth rescinded his magistrate and military commissions. After Wentworth fled his office, the Provincial Assembly appointed Dr. Bartlett colonel of the militia.
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In Philadelphia, when voting for independence, Bartlett reportedly “made the rafters shake with the loudness of his approval.” With New Hampshire being the first colony called at the formal signing on August 2, 1776, Bartlet became the first state delegate to sign the Declaration of Independence, preceded only by Congressional President, John Hancock. He would later be appointed Chief Justice of the Court of Common Pleas, muster master of New Hampshire’s troops, and  raised to Chief Justice of the State Supreme Court. In 1789 he was elected to the U.S. Senate but declined the position. After helping to craft the state constitution, he was elected as the first governor. He retired from public service in 1794, only to pass away in May 19, 1795 at the age of 65 after helping to fundamentally shape our nation.
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